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A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of William B. "Billy" 

Dunavant, Jr., of Memphis. 
 
 WHEREAS, we were greatly saddened to learn of the passing of William B. "Billy" 

Dunavant, Jr., a world-renowned revolutionary Memphis cotton merchant and philanthropist 

remembered for his love for his family, his God, his dogs, his business, and his city; and 

 WHEREAS, a fifth-generation Memphian, Mr. Dunavant was born on December 19, 

1932, to William B. Dunavant, Sr., and Dorothy Dunavant; he was the grandson of cotton farmer 

Thomas Woodson Knight and the great-great-grandson of Colonel William P. Dunavant, who 

created one of the main cotton transporting railroads of the time; and 

WHEREAS, Billy Dunavant received his business administration degree from Memphis 

State University in 1953, and he took over Dunavant Enterprises in 1961 at twenty-nine years of 

age following his father's death; and 

WHEREAS, as the head of Dunavant Enterprises, Mr. Dunavant helped transform the 

company into a global enterprise; at the beginning of his tenure at the company's helm, 

Dunavant Enterprises sold 100 bales of cotton per year with 90 percent of its sales in the United 

States, and in 1972, he made the first sale of American-grown cotton to China.  Before his 

retirement in 2005, he completed a $225 million gross sale to China, which was the second-

largest cotton sale in history; and 

WHEREAS, Dunavant Enterprises was one of the first companies to go into future 

contracting, and Billy Dunavant achieved significant success speculating on cotton prices; on 

March 13, 2007, he was inducted into the Futures Industry Association's Hall of Fame; and 

WHEREAS, today, Dunavant Enterprises is the largest private company in Memphis and 

one of the Forbes 400 largest private companies in the world; after passing leadership of the 
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company to his son, Bill Dunavant, Mr. Dunavant served Dunavant Enterprises as chairman of 

the board until the time of his passing; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to his work with Dunavant Enterprises, Billy Dunavant is credited 

with recruiting Ducks Unlimited to move its world headquarters from Chicago to Memphis in 

1992; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Dunavant was known for his involvement in the community; a lover of 

tennis, he built the Memphis Racquet Club in 1972 and brought the U.S. National Indoor Tennis 

Championships to Memphis in 1975; and 

WHEREAS, he also aspired to bring football to Memphis; he served as the owner of the 

Memphis Showboats football team in the United States Football League in 1984 and 1985 until 

the league's failure and led in the Memphis efforts to land a football team in the National 

Football League during the 1990s; he also made sure the AutoZone Liberty Bowl remained in 

Memphis when it ran into issues; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Dunavant was inducted into the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame in 2015 

and was one of the first twenty-two people named to the Memphis Sports Hall of Fame in 2019; 

and 

WHEREAS, Billy Dunavant was a man with layers of brilliance mixed with admirable, 

unpretentious simplicity; he loved to compete and always enjoyed a challenge, and his success 

was only matched by his generosity and loyalty; and 

WHEREAS, Billy Dunavant enjoyed the love and support of his wife, Tommie, and their 

eight children; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to his wife and children, he is survived by his twenty-two 

grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren; and 
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 WHEREAS, Mr. Dunavant leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in 

public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen 

endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that we should remember the bountiful life of this exceptional 

public servant and human being; now, therefore,  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

TWELFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of William B. "Billy" Dunavant, Jr., reflecting fondly 

upon his impeccable character and his stalwart commitment to living the examined life with 

courage and conviction. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Mr. Dunavant. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy and upon proper request made to 

the appropriate clerk, the language appearing immediately following the State seal appear 

without House or Senate designation. 


